
BOOSTED BY IN VEST -
MENTS from a far-sighted

in di vid ual, a ma jor church in -
s t i  tu t ion and a com mu -
nity-minded bank, the Gen e sis
Fund has seen its abil ity to sup -
port com mu nity pro jects sig -
nif i cantly en hanced in the past
six months. With $875,000 in
new in vest ments, re volv ing
loan fund cap i tal more than
dou bled to reach $1.65 mil lion
in early No vem ber.

The new loan cap i tal came
from three sources. The
faith-based source was the
Epis co pal Church’s Eco nomic
Jus tice Loan Pro gram, which
com mit ted $250,000 to Gen e -
sis as a five-year in vest ment
loan to pro mote “a re duc tion of 
in equal i ties based on in come,

wealth and power.”  Gen e sis
ex pects to use the funds to pro -
vide start-up bridge loans to
com mu nity-based or ga ni za -
tions that are cre at ing small
res i den tial care fa cil i ties in ru -
ral com mu ni ties for the frail el -
derly of lim ited in come, and to
cre ate start-up re sources for
the cre ation of tran si tional
hous ing for home less fam i lies.

With its in vest ment of
$125,000, the First Na tional
Bank of Damariscotta seeks to
im prove the fea si bil ity of five
new vil lage-based eldercare
homes in its Lin coln County
ser vice area. In pre sent ing the
check, bank pres i dent Dan iel
Daigneault said, “In vesting in
the Gen e sis Fund is a way to
give back to the com mu ni ties in 

which we work and live.”
Finally, a very gen er ous in -

di vid ual who wishes to re main
anon y mous pro vided a
five-year in vest ment loan of
$500,000 to pro mote the de vel -
op ment of af ford able hous ing.

Our over all goal is to get the
max i mum amount of “le ver -
age” from the use of in ves tor
funds, so that small amounts of
cap i tal make a big dif fer ence in 
peo ple’s lives. Gen e sis cap i tal
has filled a crit i cal gap in the
to tal fund ing pic ture for many
wor thy pur poses this year, in -
clud ing:

•Bridge loans to Sha lom
House, Port land
($415,000) and Dixfield
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Bor rowing?
Are you think ing

about de vel op ing
hous ing or other re -

sources for Maine
peo ple who have lim -

ited op por tu nity
to better their own

lives? We can work
with you on a plan for 

us ing and re pay ing
bor rowed cap i tal.
Please talk to us

about your pro ject!

In vest in the
Com mu nity Loan

Fund!
Earn in ter est on your
in vest ment while pro -

vid ing cap i tal to
fine or ga ni za tions

that are work ing to
im prove the qual ity

of life in our
Maine com mu ni ties.
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Large In vest ments Spur Fund Growth

CHILDREN WHO HAVE SUF FERED ex treme emo -
tional and phys i cal abuse have dif fi culty form ing trust ing
re la tion ships and sel dom suc ceed in tra di tional fos ter
place ments. Turn ing Point Farm, a new group home in
New Glou ces ter, Maine, is see ing pos i tive change in a
hand ful of such chil dren, partly through the use of an i -
mal-assisted ther apy.

In June the Gen e sis Com mu nity Loan Fund made a
$31,000 work ing cap i tal loan to Turn ing Point Farm. This
loan, in con junc tion with a line of credit from Peo ples Her i -
tage Bank, al lowed Turn ing Point to cover nec es sary
start-up costs such as the pur chase of fur ni ture, books, toys
and gro cer ies in prep a ra tion for wel com ing their new res i -
dents. “The loan was im per a tive,” said Ex ec u tive Di rec tor
Nancy Rochat.  “I don’t know what we would have done
with out it. We had to have fur ni ture.”

By early Au gust Turn ing Point was at ca pac ity with six
young boys, aged 7 to 11, who are wards of the state. Each
of the chil dren has had nu mer ous un suc cess ful fos ter

An i mals Act as Ther apy
For Abused Kids

con tin ued on re verse

Turn ing Point Farm Di rec tor Nancy Rochat at 
the barn door with some of her an i mal friends.
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De vel op ment Cor po ra t ion,
Rumford ($100,000), made it pos si -
ble for those two non profit agen cies
serv ing trou bled youths and adults to 
pur chase much-needed prop er ties
be fore long-term fi nanc ing would
be come avail able.

• For com mu nity-based or ga ni za tions
de vel op ing homes for the frail el -
derly on Vinalhaven Is land
(Vinalhaven Eldercare Ser vices,
$100,000) and in sev eral Lin coln
County com mu ni ties (ElderCare
Net work of Lin coln County,
$250,000), we sup ple mented our
loans with many hours of tech ni cal
as sis tance. In the town of Wayne we
are work ing with the non profit de -
vel oper of a 14-unit se nior hous ing
pro ject.

Turn ing Point Farm

con tin ued from re verse

care or men tal hos pi tal place ments. At
the farm, they are re ceiv ing in di vid ual
and group coun sel ing as well as an i -
mal-assisted ther apy, and the hope is that
they will stay un til they are 18 years old.

The 16-room farm house is set on 12
acres. A large barn is home to a num ber
of farm an i mals in clud ing sheep, goats,
rab bits and chick ens that are cared for by
the boys. One of the boys ex plained that a
hawk re cently ate one of the chick ens. 
“But we still have 29,” he said, “and the
hens have be gun to lay eggs. We’re sav -
ing them up to eat.”

The farm is a dream come true for
Rochat, who has a mas ters de gree from
Simmons Col lege School of So cial Work
and more than ten years ex pe ri ence deal -
ing with youth. In the first few months of
op er a tion, she has al ready seen pos i tive
changes in the boys. She says they are be -
gin ning to work and play to gether, and
she feels they have be gun to form broth -
erly, car ing re la tion ships with each
other. She points to the suc cess of the
staff in cre at ing an en vi ron ment where
each of the boys feels safe.

Turn ing Point Farm em ploys ten
full-time and four part-time staff. This
struc ture al lows the home to pro vide
24-hour su per vi sion and to ac cept youth
with be hav ioral prob lems who might oth -
er wise re quire spe cial ized care that can
only be pro vided out of state.

 

PORTLAND’S ST. LAW RENCE
ARTS AND Com mu nity Cen ter is

cre at ing a tem plate for mak ing change in
a com mu nity. Cen ter vol un teers have
turned a neigh bor hood eye sore into what
will soon be an eco nom i cally vi a ble com -
mu nity fa cil ity. The pro ject is a true
grass roots ef fort that en com passes his -
toric pres er va tion, neigh bor hood re vi tal -
iza tion, and arts and cul ture.

Two years ago Gen e sis made a
$20,000 loan to the Friends of the St.
Law rence Church to help in their ef fort
to turn the va cant 103-year-old Munjoy
Hill church into a neigh bor hood arts and
com mu nity cen ter. This Sep tem ber a
new 8-year loan of $33,000 was ap -
proved.  Ac cord ing to Ex ec u tive Di rec -
tor Bill Milliken, “Gen e sis fi nanc ing
orig i nally al lowed us to cut our mort gage 
pay ments in half. This new loan elim i -
nates our debt to the orig i nal owner and
con sol i dates all that we owe."

The big gest hur dle over come by the
Friends group in the past seven years,
says Milliken, has been con vinc ing oth -
ers that the pro ject is fea si ble. This con -
vic tion fi nally took hold in the last year 

or two, he be lieves. Dur ing that time,
ren o va tion work picked up speed and the
build ing has come alive. The most ob vi -
ous changes are a new roof and the re pair 
and re place ment of 40 of the orig i nal
stained glass win dows. More than
$700,000 has been raised for these re -
pairs from sources in clud ing the city of
Port land.

The two-level par ish hall—about half
of the church build ing—is sched uled to
open next May with a pro fes sion ally
equipped 90-seat thea tre and seat ing that
can be moved to make way for com mu -
nity events. A new part ner ship was re -
cently formed with Port land-based
thea tre groups, led by the Acorn Thea tre. 
These groups, which are as sist ing with
cap i tal cam paign ef forts and pro vid ing
ex per tise in thea tre de vel op ment, will
oc cupy the space for 26 weeks out of the
year. Com mu nity groups will be able to
rent it for events dur ing the re main der of
the year. With half the build ing op er at ing 
and pay ing its way, the or ga ni za tion will
move to the sec ond phase of the pro -
ject—ren o vat ing the vaulted sanc-tuary
that seats 450 peo ple.

Neigh bor hood Eye sore Be com ing
Vi tal Com mu nity Cen ter

Gen e sis Hires New Staff Mem ber

IN EARLY OC TO BER, the Gen e sis
Fund wel comed Debora Keller as its

new As so ci ate Di rec tor. Debora brings
to Gen e sis eight years of com mu nity and 
eco nomic de vel op ment ex pe ri ence with
pub lic agen cies and non profit or ga ni za -
tions at both the state and lo cal lev els. 

Debora’s hous ing ex pe ri ence in -
cludes a one-year stint as a VISTA Vol -
un teer in Iowa City, where she worked
with a com mu nity hous ing de vel op ment
or ga ni za tion. In that ca pac ity she cre -
ated a $10,000 re volv ing loan fund tar -
geted to low-income in di vid u als and
fam i lies.

More re cently she has been in volved
in pro gram ad min is tra tion, fi nan cial
anal y sis and the pro vi sion of tech ni cal
as sis tance. In 1998 she re ceived her
Mas ters De gree from Tufts Uni ver sity

with an em pha sis on com mu nity and
eco nomic de vel op ment. She and her
hus band Douglas Bertlesman re cently
re lo cated to Maine, mak ing what she
calls a “qual ity of life” move.


